
Teachings of Habib `Abdullah bin Husayn bin Tahir

What follows are some of the teachings of Habib `Abdullah bin Husayn bin Tahir (may Allah have  
mercy upon him and benefit us by him), taken from his book al- Majmu’.

A Metaphor for Guidance

“Felicity, guidance and all good attributes are like seeds planted in the heart of the believer. Those  
that call people to Allah and remind people of Allah and their reminders are like rain. The hearts  
are like the soil. Reminders are directed to the hearts like rain falls upon the soil. If Allah has  
decreed that it is time for someone to return to Him, the heart will react and submit and follow  
guidance, just like when rain falls upon fertile soil in which seeds have been planted it yields a good  
harvest. Conversely, if the call is directed to hearts which possess no good qualities, it will be like  
rain falling upon rocky ground. If the call is directed to hearts filled with blameworthy qualities  
which are destined for wretchedness they will respond by stubbornly rejecting the call and mocking  
the callers. This is like rain falling on earth filled with thorn trees. The more the rain falls, the more  
these trees grow and the more harmful they are. The only way of dealing with them is to uproot  
them and burn them.”

Benefits of Keeping the Company of the Pious

The most beneficial means of rectifying your heart, attaining forgiveness for your sins, protecting  
yourself from calamities and attaining everything that you wish to attain is keeping the company of  
the friends of Allah, the scholars who act on their knowledge. If you see them, they remind you of  
Allah. Their state lifts you and causes you to seek Allah and their speech guides you to Him.  
Witnessing their noble attributes encourages you to attain similar attributes. Keeping their company  
and looking at them is an act of worship and loving them is a cause of attaining felicity. The one  
who is  able to keep their  company should regard this as the greatest blessing. He should take  
advantage  of  it  by  doing  so  with  love,  veneration  and a  good opinion of  them and complete  
etiquette inwardly and outwardly. He should seek to benefit from their knowledge, seek blessings  
from them and emulate them, for “every person is with the one that they love” and “every person  
follows the religion of his close companion.”

Guides of men - good tidings to the one has seen them
And kept their company even once in his life

Look at the dog of the ‘People of the Cave.’ Through keeping the company of the friends of Allah  
it was mentioned with them in the Qur’an, and it will enter Paradise with them. 

Habib Ahmad bin Zayn al-Habashi said: “Understanding is a light which shines in the heart which  
is only given to those who keep the company of the pious or reads their books.”

The most important thing is to have etiquette with them, for it is been said: “The one who is truly  
deprived is not the one who is deprived of keeping the company with the pious, but the one who  
keeps their company but does not have etiquette with them.”
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Habib `Abullah’s shaykh, Habib `Umar bin Saqqaf al-Saqqaf, said: “The most beneficial thing for  
the wayfarer is to remember the lives and states of the pious, especially those who lived recently  
because they sought Allah at a time when people had turned away from Him and Allah gave them  
insight at a time when most people were blind.”  

If you are unable to physically keep their company then read their books, their poetry and their  
biographies – for “mercy descends when the pious are mentioned.” The meaning of this, as Imam  
al-Ghazali says, is that mentioning them brings forth the desire to emulate them and to make up for  
one’s shortcomings which in turn leads to entering Paradise and meeting Allah which is the true  
meaning of mercy. Just as “mercy descends when the pious are mentioned,” the opposite is also  
true: the curse of Allah descends when corrupt people are mentioned. This is because mentioning  
them often causes the heart to make light of acts of disobedience. This is demonstrated in the  
hadith of the Prophet: “A bad companion is like a blacksmith: if he does not burn you with his  
sparks you will leave with a bad odour.” Just as a person’s clothing carries a bad odour without him  
noticing, the heart begins to make light of acts of disobedience without the person noticing.

“One believer is a mirror to another.”

Habib `Abdullah derived a number of meanings from the hadith of the Messenger of Allah (may  
Allah bless him and grant him peace):

املؤمن مرآة املؤمن
“One believer is a mirror to another.”1

One meaning, he said,  is that the believer sees good qualities in his brother so he attempts to  
emulate them, or he sees bad qualities in his brother so he knows that he possesses similar qualities  
and attempts to eradicate them.

Another meaning is that the believer sees a fault in his brother so he tells him to remove it. He is  
thus like a mirror to his brother.

Another meaning is that the believer appears to his brother according to his inward state.  If his  
heart is pure then he sees his brothers as being pure of heart like himself, and he holds a good  
opinion of them. If, however, his heart is sick he sees his brothers as being like him and he holds a  
bad opinion of them. The believer thus projects what is in his heart onto his brothers.

A further meaning is that if a believer’s faith is complete, Allah manifests Himself to his heart. One  
of Allah’s names is ‘al-Mu’min’, meaning ‘the Faithful.’ Thus the meaning of the hadith would be:  
‘the believer, or more specifically the heart of the believer is the place, or the mirror, to which Allah  
‘the Faithful’ manifests himself.

1 Narrated by Abu Daud
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